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I am fairly experienced at finding work-arounds for pasting fixed-format code into the editors of Sakai, and there is no work-around for the FCK Editor in the assignment grading area. I tested it on Mac and PC and on both Firefox and IE. 

Here is the symptom: If I try to scold a student for bad indentation in a program and want to demonstrate correct indenation, I usually have to say something like this: "Dear Student. This is the correct way to indent your code:

   // helpers
   private boolean ValidIncome(long n)
   {
      if ( n < MIN_INCOME_VAL || n > MAX_INCOME_VAL )
         return false;
      return true;
   }"

As you see, I am posting this in Jforum and it looks good here.  But try to do that in an assignment window. Forget it.  If might look right immediately after the paste, but in preview and after saving it, it gets flattened.  It loses all indentation and usually blank lines are inserted between each actual line.  Something like this:

// helpers

private boolean ValidIncome(long n)

{

if ( n < MIN_INCOME_VAL || n > MAX_INCOME_VAL )

return false;

return true;

}

If this (here in the Forums) is the same FCK Editor as the assignment grading editor, which I think it is, then as you can see, it could not possibly be an FCK editor bug, but must be an assignment code bug.  

Excuse me if I'm getting the names wrong, but the symptom is real and accurate.

Thanks for your attention, and all the great work that the Assignment team has been doing this past year.
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Vivie,

This same incorrect behavior happens in Announcements.  I just checked (although I would never need to use Formatted text in Announcements.).  All you have to do to see it is to take a chunck of code that has indenting in a .txt file like so:

      for (user_bet = GetBet(); user_bet > 0; user_bet = GetBet() )
      {
         string_1 = PullOne();
         string_2 = PullOne();
         string_3 = PullOne();

and then paste it into the window AFTER you have selected Format->Formatted.  It may appear correctly, but once you do anything like Preview, it is all messed up.  This is just like the behavior in assignments. 
It seems like this might be an introduced bug rather than one that existed from the start.  I was able to paste sample output in my assignment description (the actual assignment page) in Fall semester.  Now, I can no longer do that.  

So the problem exists not only in the grading editor window, but in the authoring editor window as well.  I am a bit deadlocked on placing any important formatted text code examples into even the assignment descriptions until this is fixed.
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I have to add this note:  it is much worse than I realized.  All of my prior assignment descriptions that had fine Fixed Format text in them are all messed up this semester after the import from Fall.  I'm just noticing it.  It was a bit of a shock to see that the students had been reading my bad code as part of the assignment.  Something definitely was messed up recently and I would hope that U of M looks at this as a priority item. Thanks. 
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I’ll notify U of Michigan and will see if we can patch this. Thanks. 


