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jQuery Accordion pattern

The jQuery Accordion pattern 
is what is being proposed for 
the redesign of settings. In 
this pattern, only one section 
is open at a time, and by 
default, there is always one 
open. In this case, it is the one 
most likely to be relevant, 
Availability and Submissions.

Unlike the generic Accordion 
pattern (described in Jennifer 
Tidwell's book Designing 
Interfaces: Pattern for 
Effective Interaction Design), 
jQuery's Accordion was 
designed so that once another 
section is selected, the others 
close. This saves users from 
either clicking the section they 
were viewing to close it or 
scrolling down to view the 
new section they've viewed--it 
is easier to stay oriented. (it 
also  helps that we've 
consolidated the sections 
from 14 to 4).

The counter argument to 
using jQuery's accordion is 
that you might need to see 
more than one section at a 
time. This might be a) to see 
the affect of one section on 
another b) to see how certain 
assignment types (practice 
test versus timed test) affect 
the settings within multiple 
sections
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Current Pattern

This is also generically 
described as an accordion 
pattern, however in this 
case, multiple sections 
can be open by clicking the 
triangles, which swivel down 
to reveal the settings within. 
If you click the section 
again, it collapses.

Unfortunately, since they are 
all closed by default, no one 
knows which one is the 
most relevant, especially 
since there are 14 sections. 

At the very least, if we kept 
this pattern, we should 
reduce the number of 
sections from 14 to 4 and 
have the "Availability and 
Submissions" section open 
by default.

While you are able to see 
multiple sections a time, the 
counter argument is that in 
most cases, when you click 
another section, it is 
because you are done with 
the old one. It is extra work 
and disorienting to use this 
style of of accordion and the 
settings force you to scroll.
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Availability and SubmissionsModule Tabs

This pattern is essentially 
the same as the jQuery 
Accordion, in that you can 
only see one section at a 
time. It is only possible if 
you have enough vertical 
space to fit all the sections 
and the length of their 
names; with 4 consolidated 
sections, this now works.

If we decide jQuery 
accordion is better than the 
current accordion, I would 
recommend Tabs.
It will save an additional 3 
lines of vertical space, since 
the section names are side 
by side, rather than stacked.
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Availability and SubmissionsTabs/wizard hybrid

Someone asked that we 
consider making these 
section screens into a wizard 
so users were stepped 
through all the possible 
options and don't miss them. 
Since these sections are not 
all required and since they 
don't need to be selected in a 
particular order, I don't agree. 

However, if this is really 
important, then the 
compromise is to add a 
Previous and Next button at 
the bottom as a suggestion 
that users move through this 
in completion (About this 
Assessment is largely 
metadata, so I'd start of the 
second tab). However, they 
can skip ahead, or simply 
Save or Cancel

It was also suggested that the 
Next button actually save the 
settings, but I would not 
recommend this. According 
to Tidwell's book, this isn't 
done often on websites. This 
would also break current user 
expectations that they can 
experiment before saving; 
they may need to see how 
changing one setting affects 
others. While this might be 
safe to do if the assessment 
wasn't published, you can 
edit settings for a published 
assessment, which would 
cause problems.



Higher level issue

As I was doing this, the 
idea I kept coming back 
to was not so much that 
the 4 settings needed 
feel like wizard like 
steps, but the entire 
setup of the 
Assessment, from 
writing the questions to 
setting it up, to 
previewing it and 
publishing it needed to 
feel like a series of 
steps. 

Yet the current action bar 
Is flat and grey--those 
actions don't feel like a 
series of steps. 

Also, the top action 
toolbar really doesn't 
make much sense--you 
are not going to be 
switching to Question 
Pools and Assessment 
types when you are 
editing.  
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Ultimate redesign: 
change navigation to 
look like tab modules

If we used the tab 
module pattern at this 
level instead, it feels 
much more like a 
progression toward 
publication. This means 
putting Questions on it's 
own tab (though 
realistically, not sure if 
we will keep tabs 
throughout.

Note that Print has been 
added to the Questions 
page and removed from 
it's own tab. If we are 
thinking of the tabs as a 
progression, printing 
isn't a common step for 
an online assessment. 
But this can be done in a 
separate phase
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Ultimate redesign: All 
settings on one page.

I'm not necessarily 
happy with the amount 
of detail on here but if 
we end up doing a 
wizard as you are 
entering, then it won't be 
so bad.

We might break this 
Settings tab into two 
separate tabs, but there 
is one idea I thought this 
ultimate consolidation 
might be useful for--the 
ability to set assessment 
type on the fly, and to 
capture current settings 
as a new type. 

You'll notice that "About 
this Assessment" is not 
present here. This has 
been moved to it's own 
tab, Properties
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Ultimate redesign: 
Properties as it's own 
tab

By separating this out 
from settings and calling 
it properties, users can 
easily ignore it. 
Properties is rarely 
edited and it's not really 
part of the "Assessment 
Type" (though it could 
be).

Unlike settings, this tab 
screen doesn't have 
"Save and Publish."

It is the first tab, but it is 
not the default tab you 
land on when creating a 
question. 



Current: Creating new 
assignment

In the current design, 
Published  Copies is 
what users would most 
likely want to see, 
however, it is not the 
default tab and it is far 
down the page. 

Also, while users can 
name their assessment 
(and give it a type, if 
types exist), they don't 
get to enter other basic 
info, which might be 
handy if they are using 
types (an option if some 
are created)

Finally, I think few people 
have discovered the 
markup text option, 
because it requires an 
extra click.
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Assessments

New Assessment Import Assessment Assessment Types Question Pool

Ultimate redesign: 
move published copies 
to the top

Published Copies is now 
default tab. The tabs 
showing assessments 
are higher because New 
Assessment and Import 
Assessment are buttons. 



New Assessment Import Assessment Assessment Types

Assessments

Assessments
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Ultimate redesign: New 
Assessment button lets 
you specify due date.

Rather than taking up 
precious real estate 
displaying the New 
Assessment form all the 
time, this form show as a 
pop up. Title and 
Assessment type (only 
shows if user have 
created one) is joined by 
due date.

Also, to make the 
markup option more 
obvious, users can 
explicitly choose buttons 
to begin, rather than 
toggle radio button first. 
But 


