Summary. The following is a response to Indiana’s suggestions for changes to the UM Forums branch, prior to merging it back into trunk. There are a few questions and doubts, flagged in red.  All of the proposals have been checked into the branch already.
1. View Threads Expanded with Content (view “Display Entire Message”). There are concerns with wrapping when the thread depth is high. 

Note: testing with a thread depth of 15 shows no trouble. Title length is immaterial as it wraps naturally. The next line that contains metadata and the action links also wraps.  We might consider putting the action links in their own line, specially if the “Show/hide other actions” toggle is abandoned. Example below assumes this is a good thing:
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2. Forms input label vertical spacing (create new Forum, Topic, Thread or Message):. put some more distance between label and input.

Note: the form label display is inherited from the skin in play. If this is set to bold in Indiana, then the label will be bold. Will increase the vertical spacing between the label and the input, however.
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3. Complex forms (create new Forum, Topic, Thread or Message). Concerns that it is hard to parse the different segments of very complex forms, specially Forums and Topics. Will indent elements so that each form segment will be composed of a header (h4) and a collection of components in a hanging indent. 
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4. Come up with alternative to [New] flag that differentiates between the item (is it new?) and the item as a container (does it have new children?). – still need to differentiate between “New” and “Unread”
A topic with new message children
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A thread, separating the newness  of the item from the new responses children. I would like to argue that the “New responses” belongs only in the thread level since that is the only one that can be expanded and the online that can be hiding the new messages
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5. Need a “New” flag when a Forum or a Topic itself is new. Can UM take care of this? Is this possible?

6. “Up one level” link at the end of the breadcrumb in Forum and Topic view is confusing, possibly because of the folder image - at the very least remove the folder and make the display of the link a skin thing so that institutions can turn it on or off. Below proposed (image can be turned off via the stylesheet). No strong feelings about this, specially since the breadcrumb itself has the “go up” functionality built in. Take link and image out altogether?

[image: image6.png]Forums / A forum / A topic 51





7. In the “Reply To Thread” and “Reply to Message” form screen there are 2 contexts – the topic (+ topic metadata and details) and the message you are replying to. Need the UI to clear up which is which.  Proposed below:
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8. Standardize how “Show/hide” operates, as well as the wording. The one that is in the Forum list page is the model?

9. Mark as Read Icon is unclear. Come up with alternatives. Indiana was going to do this?
- Gonzalo Silverio
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